
 
Field Course on Geohazards and Disaster Risk Reduction 

Malta, 4-9 April 2017 

Participating Universities: 
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia 

Harokopio University of Athens 
University of Malta 

Programme (FV = Field Visit) 

4 April: Lecture Session at University of Malta, Msida Campus, Biomedical Building, Room 402, 4th floor 

16.00: Welcome address by University of Malta representatives (P. Galea, J.A. Schembri)  

16.10: Introduction to the physical geography of the Maltese Islands (J.A. Schembri)  

16.30: Seismic risk in Malta (P. Galea)  

16.50: Multidisciplinary investigations aiming at coastal hazard assessment in Malta (M. Soldati)  

17.15: Coffee break  

17.30: Long-term monitoring as a tool for coastal hazard assessment (M. Prampolini) 

18.00: Geophysical applications on northern Malta (S. D'Amico) 

18.20: The Environment & Resources Authority (ERA), Malta (S. Davies) 

18.45: Question time 

5 April: Overview of the coastal Maltese landscape 

9.30: Introduction to Il-Majjistral Nature and History Park (D. Saliba)  

10.00: The role of UNESCO in Disaster Risk Reduction (I. Pavlova, D. Poletto) 

10.30-18.30: Geomorphological features of the NW coast of Malta from Golden Bay to Anchor Bay – FV 

(S. Devoto, E. Karymbalis, M. Soldati, A. Pasuto, M. Prampolini) 

6 April: Landslide hazard on the NW coast of Malta 

9.30-18.30: Landslide recognition, mapping and monitoring from Anchor Bay to Paradise Bay – FV 

(S. Devoto, S. D’Amico, M. Mantovani, M. Prampolini, A. Pasuto, M. Soldati, V. Vandelli) 

7 April: Georisks at the two Capital Cities 

9.00: Introduction to ground instability problems of the city of Mdina, the old capital (N. Gatt, C. Busuttil) 

10.30: Guided walkabout along the ditch surrounding Mdina (N. Gatt, C. Busuttil) – FV 

14.30-19.00: Georisks at Valletta, Capital City, UNESCO World Heritage Site (M. Fsadni) – FV 

8 April: 

Coastal hazards at Ghajn Tuffieha Bay 

9.00-12.00: Identification of coastal processes and related hazards – FV 

(S. Devoto, M. Mantovani, A. Pasuto, M. Prampolini, M. Soldati) 

Georisk assessment and mitigation at Kalkara (Valletta Grand Harbour) 

13.00-16.30: Geological problems at Villa Bighi and surroundings (M. Fsadni) – FV 

8/9 April: Departure of participants 
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